Report on the 2004 BMANA meeting: 

The 24th annual convention of the Bangladesh Medical Association of North America (BMANA) was held on July 30th-31st, 2004 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Times Square Manhattan, NY. Friday evening, July 30, began with registration and was followed with a Children’s Program at the Hotel. BMANA members’ children from all over USA participated in this program. Talented performances of Bengali and English songs, dances, drama, and instrumental music filled the evening program. Interest and enthusiasm in our cultural heritage was extremely encouraging. BMANA presented a short documentary on the devastation of floodwaters in Bangladesh. Dr. Najmul Khan conducted the children program and “Manhattan in Moonlight”, a cruise around Manhattan topped the evening.  

A Bengali bonanza food feast, sharing memories with friends, and a member’s cultural program on the boat was an extraordinary experience for the 500 participants. 

The scientific seminar Saturday morning, July 31, included an excellent combination of lectures of different specialties. Ziauddin Ahmed, M.D., President of BMANA, began the seminar by paying homage to Physician Martyrs of the Bangladesh Liberation War.

Dr. Shafiq Rahman conducted The Scientific Seminar. A plaque was presented to Dr. Samin Sharma who is of Indian origin in recognition of his extraordinary assistance to cardiac patients of Bangladeshi origin at New York Mount Sinai Hospital. 

This time medical researchers of Bangladeshi origin presented 10 posters. Joint coordinators, Dr. Mohhamed Munir Khan, M.D. PhD. and M. Kashem, M.D. PhD also published an excellent research souvenir including the articles and abstracts of the papers. 

The BMANA Alliance committee also had their meeting chaired by President Ruksana Ahmed and focused on the expanding role of the group which includes organizing the charitable activities of BMANA. They also opened the New York Chapter of which Dinu Islam is president. 

The numerous stalls for saris, jewelry, books and music conducted much business during the BMANA meeting.  Pharmaceutical company stalls were also very well attended. An excellent souvenir edited by Maksud Choudhury, M.D and designed by Reza and Ryan Choudhury was published for the occasion. 

The afternoon Business meeting was led by Ziauddin Ahmed, M.D. president of BMANA. He thanked Dr. Waled Choudhury and the members of NY chapter for organizing the meeting. He expressed satisfaction in growing interest and the opening of at least 6 chapters in last 2 years with a total of 10 chapters along with three College alumni in USA. This year BMANA has procured the AMA list of Bangladeshi Physicians and will be able to reach all the 1100 Bangladeshi physicians in clinical practice for the first time. Medical researchers and Allied health group also participated with great interest. Multiple projects are being planned. The subcommittees are encouraged to proceed with their agendas. The younger physicians are showing interest, and increased connections and expanding joint ventures with health care facilities in Bangladesh are very encouraging. 

This year BMANA award went to Professor Mohammed Badruzzaman, M.D. for his leadership and
excellent contribution in education in USA and in Bangladesh and Dilip Sarkar, M.D. for his leadership and extraordinary contribution to the Bengali culture and heritage in USA. Both of them shared their feelings and emotions with the cheering audience. 

The dinner was an excellent Indian cuisine. At the beginning of the cultural program visiting artists from Bangladesh Bulbul Islam  and Shathi Islam Moyna presented songs by Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Najrul Islam . Visiting dance performer Promila and her group presented multiple dance sequences. Sitar and flute were played by two artists from India. Bangladesh Theater of NYpresented an excellent drama named “Ichcha Mrittu”. Dr. Faruq Azam introduced the team. The last attraction were the songs performed   by Abida Sultana and Rafiqul Alam, the famous visiting singers of Bangladesh.
